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2021 ITF WORLD TENNIS TOUR JUNIORS REGULATIONS  

Summary of Key Rule Changes 
 
 
The following pages provide a summary of the key changes to the 2021 ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors 
Regulations. These are not the regulations. The full Tour Regulations can be seen in the ‘Juniors Tour’ 
section at www.itftennis.com. 
 
Changes made from the previous year (2020) are shown in underlined text. 
 

SECTION I: THE COMPETITION 
 
3. Ownership 
 
These Regulations are subject to change during the 2021 edition of the World Tennis Tour Juniors with 
the introduction of the ITF World Tennis Number as a global rating applicable to ITF tournaments. Upon 
incorporation into these Regulations, the ITF World Tennis Number may be relied on for the purposes 
of entry to and seeding at ITF World Tennis Tour Junior tournaments. For the avoidance of doubt, the 
ITF World Tennis Number shall not replace, supersede or otherwise override the ITF Junior ranking. 
 
5A Rules to be Observed 
 
In 2021, the ITF bears no liability to any Applicant, Tournament Organiser, Host, National Association, 
player, Related Person, Covered Person or any other person or entity for any loss incurred as a result of 
a delayed, rescheduled, postponed or cancelled Tournament. For the avoidance of doubt, neither the 
ITF or the Applicant shall be liable to any player, Related Person, Covered Person or any other persons 
or entities for any costs that they might have incurred in relation to such delayed, rescheduled, 
postponed or cancelled Tournaments, including, without limitation, any travel, transport and/or 
accommodation costs. Each Player, Covered Person, Nation and each of its Team Members, directors, 
officials, officers, members of staff, employees, contractors, agents, and representatives agrees to 
submit any disputes or claims or other matters arising in relation to the Regulations (including any non-
contractual disputes or claims) to arbitration pursuant to Regulation 5B of these Regulations, to the 
exclusion of any other forum. 
 

SECTION III: RULES AND REGULATIONS OF THE TOUR 
 
10. Combined Junior Ranking 
 
The Combined Junior Ranking shall take into account the following from the preceding 104 weeks*:  

(i)    the six best singles results obtained in Grand Slam, Grade A, ITF Junior Finals, Grade B 
(Regional Championships), Grade C (International Team Competition) and Grades 1-5 junior 
tournaments (together “Ranking Tournaments”). 
(ii) one quarter (¼) of the six best doubles results, obtained in Ranking Tournaments. 

 
*Composition of preceding 104 weeks: 

• The ranking drop date for results earned between 18 March 2019 and 15 March 2020 (i.e. 52 
weeks) shall be extended by 52 weeks. Any result earned between 31 August 2020 and 14 
March 2021, will replace a player’s result in the previous edition of that tournament provided 
the 2020 result is a better result and provided it is one of the player’s best six results.  

• From 15 March 2021, ranking points earned in 2019 and/or 2020 will drop on an ongoing 
weekly basis and shall be replaced with ranking points earned from tournaments in 2021. Only 
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results earned in one edition of a higher-grade tournament (JA, J1/B1, J2/B2 and J3/B3) shall 
count towards a player’s best six results during the 104-week period (i.e. double counting of the 
same tournament is not permitted).  

• Results from the same J4 and J5 tournament may be counted more than once within a player’s 
best six results during the 104-week period.  

• From 13 December 2021, the combined junior ranking shall take into account results from the 
previous 52 weeks only 

 
12. To be ranked a player must reach a round where points are available (see points table, page 11). The 
number of points available in each round will vary dependent upon the grading of the tournament and 
the round reached.  Ranking points will not be awarded to any player in breach of the ITF Junior Age 
Eligibility Rule or any other breach of these Regulations for which the penalty is forfeiture of ranking 
points. 
 
13. The official published rankings will be calculated on a 52-week rollover system. Up to 13 December 
2021, the rankings will reflect a 104-week ranking period (see above, Section III, Regulation 10). 
 
15. Tournament Application and Approval 
For the purposes of these Regulations, Applicant means any sanctioning National Association and/or the 
Tournament Organiser awarded a one (1) year sanction on the ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors calendar. 
 
Applications for inclusion in the Tour, giving full details of the tournament, are to be sent to the ITF, in 
accordance with the following deadlines and requirements: 
 
a) Applications from new tournaments to be held from January to June must be received by 30th June of 
the previous year. Applications from new tournaments to be held from July to December must be 
received by 31st October of the previous year.  Applications for upgrades must also be made by these 
deadlines. 
 
b) Applications from existing Grade A and Grade 1 tournaments must be sent six (6) months prior to the 
scheduled start date. Applications from all other existing tournaments must be sent five (5) months prior 
to the scheduled start date.   
The ITF reserve the right to downgrade a tournament based on limited accessibility for players due to 
travel restrictions. 
 
c) With the exception of the Youth Olympic Games Tennis event, Regional Championships and any other 
event sanctioned by the ITF, only tournaments organised by a National Association, or sanctioned by the 
National Association concerned, will be considered for inclusion. 
 
d) Applications for tournaments to be held during the same week and at the same venue as a professional 
tour event will only be considered for inclusion if the tour event is owned and run by the relevant National 
Association.  
 
 19.   Insurance 
(a) The Applicant is responsible for taking out a suitable insurance policy which is compliant with local 
laws and regulations and which insures against claims made for damage to property and for death/injury 
caused to people at the event for which the applicant is legally liable. “ITF Ltd” and “ITF Licensing (UK) 
Ltd” must be named in the policy and on the certificate of insurance, and a copy should be provided to 
the ITF on request. 

 

(b) The Applicant is encouraged to take out those insurance policies that safeguard against employer’s 
liability, business interruption and personal injury as well as any other appropriate insurance policies 
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recognised under local law. In addition, it is strongly recommended that the Applicant obtain and 
maintain event cancellation and abandonment insurance which insures against all reasonably known 
financial risks arising from the rescheduling, cancellation and/or abandonment in whole or in part of a 
Tournament due to force majeure. 
 
24. Tournament Responsibilities 
The Tournament Director shall: 

a) Nine (9) weeks prior to the tournament send to the ITF a copy of the tournament fact sheet 
for approval.  This shall not be changed once published.  If the fact sheet has not been received 
by six (6) weeks prior to the Monday of the tournament week, the tournament may be cancelled. 
b) Following the conclusion of the tournament send to the ITF the tournament report form. 

 
       The ITF Supervisor is the on-site representative of the ITF, and is responsible for: 

a) Ensuring the uniform administration and interpretation of the ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors 
Regulations including the Code of Conduct and ITF Welfare Policy, the Rules of Tennis, the 
Organisational Requirements, and the Duties and Procedures for Officials;   

b) Using Tournament Planner software before and during the tournament. 
c) Ensuring that all players’ passports/photo IDs are checked for date of birth and that any 

discrepancies with the information provided in Tournament Planner are reported to the ITF. 
d) Uploading results daily using the Tournament Planner software. 
e) On conclusion of the tournament sending to the ITF the ITF Supervisor’s Report form, 

including details of any penalties imposed under the Code of Conduct.  
A list of any penalties imposed shall be posted during the tournament on the competitors’ 
notice board, and shall be updated on a daily basis. 
 

25.  Tournament Offences 
Any tournament not complying with the 2021 ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors Regulations will subject the 
Tournament Organiser and/or sanctioning National Association to the determination and penalty 
procedures as set out in the Code of Conduct, under Article VII. Tournament Offences. 
 
 

SECTION IV: TOURNAMENT REGULATIONS 
 
40. Administrative Error on Acceptance Lists 
If due to an administrative error too many players arrive on-site and Sign-In to play the  
Tournament, the following procedures will be followed: the last two (2) players accepted  
into the Tournament based upon the most current updated Acceptance List (excluding  
Wild Cards and Qualifiers) will play a preliminary match for one (1) position in the draw. 

 

43. Criteria for Acceptances 
Doubles 
For the purposes of doubles acceptances, Singles Main Draw participants include Main Draw Direct 
Acceptances, Regional Reserved(s), Special Exempts/16 & Under Exempts or Qualifiers/Lucky Loser(s), 
but exclude Main Draw Wild Cards (see Note 1.) 
 
Singles qualifying participants are players who played in the Singles Qualifying draw in any capacity, 
including Qualifying Wild Cards and Alternates. 
 
Direct Acceptances for Doubles are selected according to the following acceptance methods:  
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Teams consisting of: 
1. Two players, both of them Singles Main Draw participants (as outlined above): 

a) Both players ranked, in order of total ranking 
b) One ranked and one unranked player, in order of ranking of the one ranked player 
c) Two unranked players. 

2. Two players, one a Singles Main Draw participant, the other player a Singles Qualifying participant 
or Singles Main Draw wild card; 
a)   Both players ranked, in order of total ranking 
b) One ranked and one unranked player, in order of ranking of the one ranked player 
c) Two unranked players. 

3.       Two players, where one player only is a Singles Main Draw participant: 
a)   Both players ranked, in order of total ranking; 
b)  One ranked and one unranked player, in order of ranking of the ranked player  
c)  Two unranked players. 

4. Two players, where both players in the team were/are Singles Qualifying participants and/or a 
Singles Main Draw wild card(s); 
a)  Both players ranked, in order of total ranking 

         b)   One ranked and one unranked player, in order of ranking of the one ranked player 

         c)  Two unranked players.   

5. Two players, where one player was/is a Singles Qualifying participant or a Singles Main Draw wild 
card; 
a)  Both players ranked, in order of total ranking 

         b)    One ranked and one unranked player, in order of ranking of the one ranked player 

         c) Two unranked players.   

6.      Two players, neither a Singles Main Draw nor Singles Qualifying participant: 
a)  Both players ranked, in order of total ranking 

         b)   One ranked and one unranked player, in order of ranking of the one ranked player 

         c)  Two unranked players.   

If two or more teams are tied within any combinations of 1-6 above, the order shall be drawn by lot. 
 
Note 1: Main Draw Direct Acceptances above do not include Wild Cards 
Note 2: Doubles Wild Cards are in addition to this. 
Note 3: Lucky Losers are those players who have been accepted into the Singles Main Draw by the doubles 
sign-in deadline. 
Note 4: Rankings used are those of the Monday seven (7) days prior to the Monday of the tournament 
week. 
Note 5: For the purposes of doubles acceptances players ranked in the top 500 on the WTA or the top 
850 ATP will be treated as ranked players. 
 

44. National Ranking 
If a National Association produces an updated National Ranking during the year, the National Association 
may send no more than four (4) updates in a calendar year to the ITF. 
 
48. Composition of Draws 
Pre-qualifying draws should not be held.  However, if held under the sanctioning of the relevant National 
Association, pre-qualifying draws are permitted for national players only. 
 
a) Qualifying 
The Qualifying Draw shall not be greater in size than the Main Draw. 
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Draw size    16 24 32 48 64 96 128 
Wild Cards    2 4 6 7 8 8 8 

Direct Acceptance   14 20 26 41 56 88 120 
 
b) Main Draw 
i) Singles  
 
Grade 3 (J3), Grade 4 (J4) and Grade 5 (J5) tournaments may use a 32 main draw consisting of 8 qualifiers, 
2 wild cards and between 17-22 direct acceptance, allowing for 2-3 regional reserved places and/or 0-2 
special exempts. 
 
 

SECTION V. ON-SITE REQUIREMENTS 
 
63. Publicity and Promotion 
(a) Each player grants to the ITF, the tournament’s sanctioning National Association, the tournament and 
their agents and assignees the right, in perpetuity and for commercial and non-commercial purposes: 
 

(i) to use or authorise the use of his or her name, voice, photograph, likeness, signature, 
biographical material and other identification, in any and all media, for the purpose of publicising 
and promoting the sport of tennis, the ITF, the tournament’s sanctioning National Association, 
the tournament and their respective affiliates and events including the right to use the same on 
event posters, photos, programs, merchandise and other materials, and for the televising 
broadcasting and filming of the same; and 
 
(ii) to make, show and otherwise use, in any and all media, still and moving pictures, whether live 
or otherwise, and any other visual and/or audio-visual reproductions of his or her performance 
or appearance as a sportsman on and off the court during the event.  
 

(b) With respect to sub sections (a)(i) and (a)(ii) above:  
 

(i) there will be no compensation payable in relation to the grant of such rights; and  
 
(ii) the rights granted may not be used in such a way as to constitute an endorsement by the 
player of any product or company. 

 
(c) Players acknowledge that their tennis biography and complete tournament history shall be published 
on the ITF’s website for the purposes of transparency and promotion of the sport. 
 

APPENDIX D CODE OF CONDUCT FOR 2021 ITF WORLD TENNIS TOUR JUNIORS TOURNAMENTS 
 

Article I: General 
 
B. Exclusive Applicability 
This 2021 ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors Code of Conduct shall be the exclusive basis for disciplinary 
action against any player, Related Person, Covered Person (for the purposes of Article V-1) or 
tournament on the ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors, except to the extent that disciplinary jurisdiction is 
established in relation to such tournaments under (i) the Tennis Anti-Doping Programme; (ii) the Tennis 
Anti-Corruption Program; and/or (iii) the ITF Welfare Policy. 
 
For the purposes of this Code, 'Related Person' is defined as any coach, trainer, therapist, 
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physiotherapist, physician, management representative, agent, family member, tournament guest, 
business associate or other affiliate or associate of any player, or any other person who receives 
accreditation at an ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors tournament at the request of the player or any other 
Related Person. 

 
For the purposes of Article V-1, ‘Covered Person’ means any player, Related Person (as defined herein 
this Code), medical personnel (including, without limitation, tournament doctor, physiotherapist, or 
health care provider), tournament personnel (including, without limitation, official, tournament director, 
staff member, volunteer, ITF staff member, members of the media) and any other individual who receives 
an ITF accreditation to attend an ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors tournament. 
 
Article II: Entry Offences  
C. Wild Cards 
No player or Related Person, directly or indirectly, shall offer, give, solicit, receive or accept, or agree to 
offer, give, solicit, receive or accept anything of value in exchange for a Wild Card. Violation of this section 
by a player or Related Person shall be dealt with in accordance with the disciplinary procedure at Article 
E below and may result in a maximum penalty of permanent denial of access to any ITF tournament, 
event or circuit, ITF Junior Team Competitions and Regional Junior Tour tournaments organized by any 
Regional Association.  
 
 
 
 
Article III: On-site Offences 
 
Dress and Equipment Identification 
f. Hat, Headband, Face covering or Wristband 
One (1) manufacturer’s identification not to exceed two (2) square inches (13 sq.cm) shall be permitted. 

 
Article V-1: COVID-19 Protocols (Covered Persons) 
Minimum Standards of Behaviour 
 
All Covered Persons shall comply with the ITF Return to International Tennis Protocols including without 
limitation the  Minimum Standard of Behaviour (the ‘Protocols’). Any failure to comply with the Protocols 
shall amount to a violation of this Article V-1. 
 

ARTICLE V-1: COVID-19 PROTOCOLS (COVERED PERSONS) 
 
A. MINIMUM STANDARDS OF BEHAVIOUR 
All Covered Persons shall comply with the ITF Return to International Tennis Protocols including without 
limitation the  Minimum Standard of Behaviour (the ‘Protocols’). Any failure to comply with the 
Protocols shall amount to a violation of this Article V-1. Violation of this Article V-1 may result in the 
following sanctions: 

(i) For a player: one or more point penalties in accordance with the Suspension Points Schedule 

pursuant to Article III.X (Suspension Points) or an Immediate Default and six (6) suspension points 

in accordance with Article III.T (Defaults). If such violation occurs during a match (including the 

warm-up), the player shall be penalised in accordance with the Point Penalty Schedule at Article 

III.S.  

 

One violation of this Article V-1.A that is flagrant and particularly injurious to the success of the 

tournament, or is singularly egregious, or a series of two (2) or more violations of this Article V-
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1.A within a twelve (12) month period which when viewed together establish a pattern of conduct 

that is collectively egregious and is detrimental or injurious to the tournament may also 

constitute the Major Offence of “Aggravated Behaviour”;  

(ii) For a Related Person or any other Covered Person: immediate revocation of accreditation and 

denial of access to the tournament. One or more violations which are singularly or collectively 

flagrant or egregious or detrimental or injurious to the tournament may also result in permanent 

revocation of accreditation and denial of access to all ITF tournaments, competitions and events 

as determined by the ITF. 

G. COVID-19 PROTOCOLS 
A Tournament shall comply with the ITF Return to International Tennis Protocols including without 
limitation the Minimum Standard of Behaviour (the ‘Protocols’). Any failure to comply with the 
Protocols shall amount to a violation of this Article VII.G. Violation of this Article VII.G shall subject the 
Tournament to a fine of up to $5,000, forfeiture of all sums, if any, previously paid or due to the ITF, an 
order for reimbursement of unrecoverable expenses incurred by Covered Persons, withdrawal of its 
sanction and/or denial of subsequent applications to host. 
 
 

APPENDIX F 
WELFARE POLICY 

 

New ITF Safeguarding Policies and Procedures to take effect in January 2021 to be published in due course 
 
 

APPENDIX H: AGE ELIGIBILITY RULES 
Competition for players who are 12 & Under 

 
The following rules set forth eligibility rules and restrictions for competitions and other events 
(including Games) for players who are 12 and under: 
 

a) There shall be no 11 and under, no 10 and under and no 9 and under (or younger) age category 
international or regional individual or team competitions. Only regional festival type activities 
sanctioned by a Regional Association may be held for players who have reached their 9th birthday 
on or before the event start date. 

 

APPENDIX K: 16 & UNDER REGIONAL RESERVED PROJECT 

 
Players ranked in the top 50 of the Tennis Europe 16 & Under rankings and/or ranked in the top 50 of the 
COSAT 16 & Under rankings will be eligible to use the ranking to be accepted into a Regional Reserved 
place in the Main Draw of certain ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors tournaments, to the extent set out in the 
table below.  In determining acceptances of players for Regional Reserved places the relevant Regional 
16 & Under ranking will be used from one (1) week prior to the tournament entry deadline, unless 
otherwise stated. 
 
The 16 & Under Tennis Europe ranking will eligible for use in tournaments in Tennis Europe member 
nations only.  The 16 & Under COSAT ranking will be eligible for use in tournaments in COSAT member 
nations only.  
 
Players must enter the ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors tournament through IPIN as is standard process.  
Unless otherwise stated in the table below players are permitted to use the relevant 16 & Under regional 
ranking for entry into an unlimited number of tournaments, in accordance with the ITF Junior Age 
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Eligibility Rules set out in Appendix G.   
 
The following Regional Reserved places are available: 

 

ITF Junior Tournament Grade Tennis Europe* COSAT 

Grade 2  
(2 places per tournament) 

Top 5 boys and Top 5 girls – 
maximum of 4 places per 
player per calendar year** 

n/a 

Grade 3 
(2 places per tournament) 

Top 10 boys and top 20 girls   Top 20 boys and Top 10 
girls  

Grade 4 
(3 places per tournament) 

Top 50 boys and Top 50 girls  Top 30 boys and Top 30 
girls  

Grade 5 
(3 places per tournament) 

n/a Top 50 boys and Top 50 
girls  

 
*Only players born between 1 January 2005 and 31 December 2006 are eligible for Tennis Europe 
Regional Reserved places on the 2021 ITF World Tennis Tour Juniors. A live Tennis Europe shadow 
ranking will be used for all tournaments from week commencing 28 December 2020 up to and including 
26 January 2021 to include the top 50 players born between 1 January 2005 and 31 December 2006. 
**Tennis Europe ranking from 5 January 2021 to be used for tournaments from week commencing 2 
February 2021 up to and including week commencing 2 August 2021.  Tennis Europe ranking from 6 July 
2021 to be used for tournaments from week commencing 9 August 2021 up to and including week 
commencing 1 February 2022.  
 

APPENDIX O: ENTRY INTO ITF WORLD TENNIS TOUR 15s TOURNAMENTS USING JUNIOR RANKING 

 
Entered players with an approved ITF Combined Junior Ranking of 1-100 shall be selected for a maximum 
of three (3) Main Draw places at each ITF World Tennis Tour 15s tournament. A Top 100 ITF Combined 
Junior Ranking can be achieved in two ways: 

 
i) Current ITF Combined Junior ranking 

In accordance with the player’s position on the approved ITF Combined Junior Ranking list 
available on the Entry Deadline and dated twenty-one (21) days prior to the Monday 
of the Tournament Week;  

ii) “Carry-over” ITF Junior ranking 
In addition, players born in 2002 may carry over their 21 December 2020 ITF Combined 

Junior ranking for the purposes of entering $15,000 Tournaments until 31 December 
2021.  If two players share the same ranking (one with a current ranking, the other 
with a carry-over ranking), then the player with the current ITF Ranking will be 
ordered before the player holding the carry-over ranking on the System of Merit. 

   
Junior Reserved Places are only available for players who cannot otherwise be accepted into the Main 
Draw on the basis of their ATP or WTA Singles Ranking or their ITF World Tennis Ranking in singles. A 
player must also have turned 14 years of age in order to be accepted into a 15s Tournament. 

 
Junior players ranked outside the ITF Combined Junior Ranking Top 100 on the Entry Deadline are not 
eligible for a Junior Reserved Main Draw place. There will be no Qualifying or Alternate places reserved 
in a 15s Tournament based on ITF Combined Junior ranking. 
 
         - END - 


